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After a ten days' stay at Florence, at which city we became,
for the first time, familiar with genuine Italian art, we went
on to Sienna, and so by easy stages to Home.

I recollect well the moment when the postillions suddenly
halted the carriage, with the customary exclamation of Eeco
la citta di Eoma! we were deeply moved; Grote kept
straining his sight at the landscape for miles, watching for a
nearer view, but hardly uttering a word.

After fixing our choice of apartments at the H6tel de
Eussie, close to the Porta del Popolo, Grote, impatient to
feast his eyes with the long-wished-for scene, proposed a
walk. We went up the steps of the " Trinita del Monte/'
from whence we obtained our first comprehensive view of the
Eternal City. The emotion which Grote experienced during
this first impression of the magnificence of Rome was pro-
found, and it never seemed to grow less so, as days rolled
by. _

Within a day or two of our arrival in Rome (which was on
the 7th December, 1841) Grote engaged a master, in order
to familiarise himself with the Italian tongue: to which end
he translated, as best he could, English comedies into
Italian, viva voce, for an hour daily. We soon formed the
acquaintance of the American consul, Mr. Greene, who was
not only himself a very agreeable and intelligent person, but
who proved also of signal use to Mr. Grote in procuring him
suitable aids in the study of the topography of ancient Rome.
He now purchased Nibby's, Canina's, and other works, and
set-to with a Roman topographer, in right earnest, on the
" antiquarian tack."

We stayed at Rome about a month, working liard at
sight-seeing, and receiving daily the vivid impressions
which the various wonders of the place successively caused.
With some few of our countrymen (also visitors to Rome) we
maintained occasional intercourse: Sir FranHand and Lady
Lewis, Lady Davy, General Ramsay (a very old friend of
my own family), the Beckford family, Lord Northampton,
Lord Earnham, &c. These, with a few Italians (among
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